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E S S A Y 


ON THE 
' USE and NECESSITY 
Of ESTABLISHING A 


MILITIA in IRELAND. 


= Writer who has treated upon Laws 
and Government, has particularly, laid 


great Streſs on the Neceſſity there is that every 
Nation ſhould have a Military Force, ſufficient 
to protect and defend it againſt its Enemies; 

10 
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no Government, even the beſt conſtituted, 
can exiſt for any length of Time without it. At 
the ſame Time it is likewiſe agreed that every 
Country ſhould ſuit that Military Eſtabliſhment 
to the Nature of its Government, ard Diſ- 
poſitions of its People. They have all given 


wy, the Preference to a well regulated Militia, 


wherever a People have any Rights or Pri- 
vileges to maintain; and even in abſolute 
Monarchies, where the People have been fo 
unfortunate as to loſe what every Man ſeems 
to have by Birth-right, are of opinion that a Mi- 
litia, under proper Regulations, is the beſt and 
moſt ceconomical way of Recruiting, or encrea- 
ſing the Standing Army at any time of exigen- 
cy. It is allowed then that a Militia is in gene- 
ral neceſſary, and abſolutely fo, where there is 
any publick liberty to be preſerved. That the 
Kingdom of Ireland has natural rights, and as 
a free people that we have legal ones, which 
we may juſtly maintain, and which no Legiſla- 
tive Authority upon Earth can deprive us of, I 
hope the moſt abandoned Courtier will not 


have the Effrontery to deny. The Queſtion 


is 


1 


is then, how are they to defend thoſe Rights, 
whether by a Standing Army, or by a Militia. 
This Queſtion has been debated both in Pub- 
lick and 1n private, but I believe has not been 
as maturely conſidered as the Nature of it 
requires. The Sourd of the Word ſeems to have 
captivated many ; but few, if any, have given 
themſelves Time to conſider what Plan would 
beſt ſuit this Country. We muſt have a Militia it 
is faid hike that of England, without conſidering 
whether that of England be the beſt that 
could be eſtabliſhed for that Country, or ad- 
mitting that it is, whether it would be adapted 
to the circumſtances of this, which differs in 
ſo many Reſpects from England. I mean 
to ſhew in this little Eſſay the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity there is for a Militia in this Kingdom, 
and to ſketch out a Plan both practicable and 
adapted to the Country; one that will be ef- 
fectual without being Burthenſome, one calcu- 
lated to ſupport the Prerogatives and Dignity of 
the Crown and at the ſame Time to protect and 
maintain the Liberties of the People, 


There 


"0, 


There can be no real Security, no ſafe Li- | 
mitation of Monarchy, where the Sword is not 
held by the People, and altho the People have 


the Power of granting Money, where there is a 


large ſtanding Army kept up in Time of 
Peace, it is it that properly holds the Purſe; for 
how can the People unarmed, defend it ? There- 


ſore Men of Property, Menof Family, diſtinguiſh- 


ed for their Loyalty as well as for their attachment 
to the Laws and Conſtitution, ſhould be called 
out to defend their Country ; their Properties 
are a ſufficient Pledge for their Fidelity, from 


_ their Swords, Publick Liberty can fear no dan- 
ger, and from Men of Rank and Property, Go- 


vernment may always expect a proper Sup- 


_ 


A ſtanding Army has always been conſidered 
in every free Country, as a grievance of the firſt 
Magnitude, and particularly in Time of Peace, 
a moſt dangerous exertion of Power, contrary 
to the Spirit of a free Conſtitution, and has been 
declared unlawful in England by the Bill of 

Rights : 


l 

Rights: and if it is there ſuch a dangerous Evil, in 
that happy Country where the Bounds of Royal 
Prerogative are marked out, and the Privileges 
of the People clearly defined and eſtabliſhed, 
how much greater Evil muſt it be in a Country 
like Ireland, whoſe Conſtitution ſtill remains 
imperfect and deprived as we are by ſome fatali- 
ty-of thoſe Laws declaratory of Magna Charta, 
that have put England in that improved State 
which makes her the Envy of the World? 
Which Laws the Revolution gave us a Right t 


expect, but which are till e to make us 
completely happy. 


Loet it not therefore be ſaid that we Ri- 
val only the follies of our Mother Coun- 
try, and that we neglect to imitate them in 
their Love of Liberty and Independence ! But 
let the World ſee that we do exert ourſelves 
to improve and perfect that Liberty tranſ- 
mitted down to us by our Anceſtors, elſe Poſte- 
rity will have Reaſon to deteſt our Memo- 
ries. 


Why 
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wy we dere hitherto — refuſed a Militia 
Live, or many other Conſtitutional Laws, 1 
know not, What have we done to forfeit our 
Rights? As Freemen ſhoud we not be permitted 
to defend ourſelves? It ſeems at preſent the 
univerſal Senſe of Gentlemen of all Ranks, that 
ſuch a Law is abſolutely neceſſary for our ſafety, 
and IJ hope when the preſent . . in- 
forms himſelf of the State of the Country, that 
he will think it right to extend it to this King- 
dom. From the active Part he took in getting 
a Militia Bill paſſed in England, he muſt be 
convinced of the equal Uſe of one here, and I 
hope he will not think us unworthy of the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Arms to defend ourſelves and to diſ- 
tinguſh us to be Freemen, not Slaves. 


He wtis/th hs Character of being not only 
the Soldier but the Stateſman, of joining the 
Boldneſs of Cæſar to the Firmneſs and Integrity 
of Cato cannot give the People of this Country 
a fuller Proof of theſe eminent Qualities, than 
by promoting and procuring a National ard 

Conſtitutional Militia, 


Ireland 
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Ireland is much more open and expoſed to 
Invaſion than any other Country in Europe, 
from having more Harbours unfortified, and 
deeper Shores; beſides, the French, expecting 
Encouragement and Aſſiſtance from the Po- 
piſh Inhabitants, knowing that our Regular 
Forces are but few in Number, often taken 
out of the Kingdom to defend diſtant and re- 
mote Colonies, or ſentto Gibraltar or Minorca, 
and that our Proteſtant Inhabitants are unuſed 
and ignorant of Arms, are determined to make 
an Attempt upon us whenever a new War 
breaks out. . 


The Fleet of England will undoubtedly firſt 
protect the Mother Country, the Seat of Wealth 
and of Empire, which is very reaſonable : 
or, an Enterpriſing Miniſter imagining the 
Militia to be a ſufficient Force to defend 
England, may chance to ſend her Fleets upon 
wild Schemes to invade our Enemies Coun- 
tries, or to defend ſome of our remote Colonies 

threatened 
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threatened with invaſion; as America often has 
more Attention paid it that this Kingdom, 
2 Miniſter, I fay, may neglect this more 
valuable Part of His Majeſty's Dominions, 
and leave our Lives, Properties and Religion 
abandoned to the Event. Many Things that 
happened in the Courſe of the laſt War, 
Thurot's Invaſion, Conflans' formidable Intenti- 
ons muſt have opened the Eyes of every 
Man, who is willing to ſee the neceſſity of 
putting ourſelves in a proper State of De 
fence, as the ſame Dangers may, and pro- 
bably will return. If ſuch a Time, ſhould 
come again, the Spirit and Valour of our 
People will avail but little; our Numbers, 
without - Diſcipline will only create Confuſion, 
and hurt ourſelves more than the Enemy; 
in vain may we cry out for Aſſiſtance to 
our Mother Country, her own Dangers may 
claim every poſſible Attention and Aſſiſtance. 
We ſhould not therefore reft our Hopes upon 

any Engliſh Miniſter, or any Set of Men, 
nor even depend Rn the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
miſe, 
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miſe, that we ſhall be defended in Time of 
Danger; in Caſe of ſich dreadful Conſequen- 
ces, Preſumption would be the higheſt Sin, 
as Prevention will be the higheſt Wiſdom. 


1 & not argue for any fawurite particular 
Scheme of my own for a Militia, but for 
ſome general Principles on which a Plan, I 
think, may be conſtructed, in hopes that 
ſome more capable Perſon, or Set of Perſons 
may take them under their Confideration and 
frame a Bill practicable and effective. And, 
altho' it is my Intention to ſhew how much 
preferable a Militia is to a Standing Army, 
I do'nt mean that a certain Number of Regu- 
lars are not neceſſary, but that they ſhould 
not exceed what are ſuffictent for Guards 
and Garriſons, to protect our Governours 
from Mobs, Parade at the Caſtle, to quell 
ſudden Inſurrections, and to keep up the 
Dignity of the Magiſtrate. More than this 
Number may be dangerous to our Liberties, 
and might occaſion worſe Evils than thoſe 
we wiſh to prevent. 


B But 


EE & ] 


: But I am of Opinion that whatever Num- 
ber the Regulars conſiſt of, that they ſhould be 
counterpoized by an equal Number of Militia, 
which Body of Militia I would have always kept 
up and incorporated, and the Numbers ſhould 
be exceeding ſmall for Reaſons I ſhall hereafter 
give, and by a conſtant Rotation punctually 
obſerved, there may, from this ſmall Number, 
in a few Years be created a Force equal to the 
Defence of this Country, and which will be 
able to repel any Numbers that our envious 
and ambitious Neighbours fhall be able to 
invade us with ; this Body of Men can be kept 
up at a very moderate Expence, and may be fo 
conſtituted as to anſwer all the Purpoſes of, 
and be a Ballance to a Standing Army. 


Any Number of Royal Troops, in a Coun- 
try where the People are unarmed, 1s alarm- 
ing to the Liberties of the People, for whatever 
Purpoſe they are inſtituted, however cloathed, 
armed or lodged, they may eaſily be made the 


Inſtruments of deſtroying a Free Conſtitution , 
being 
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being ſeparated from the reſt of their Fellow 
Citizens, having other Cuſtoms, and ſubject to 
other Laws, they imagine they have ſeparate 
Intereſts, and as they draw their only Subſiſt- 
ence, in ſome Shape, from Oppreſſion, they 
may become the Tools of Tyranny. 


There is no Occaſion to dwell long on the 
many Diſadvantages of a Standing Army in a 
Free Country; any Man who has read the 
Hiſtory of theſe Kingdoms, or the Hiſtories 
Ancient or Modern of other Countries, muſt 
recollect the dreadful Examples and Misfortunes 
brought about by the Help of mercenary 
Forces. In ſhort, a Standing Army is only fit 
in an abſolute Monarchy, where the Principles 
of the Government ate Conqueſt and extending 
of Dominion. But in a Country where the 
Principles and Spirit of the Conſtitution is the 
extending of Commerce rather than Dominion; 
where the Encouragement of Trade, Manu- 
factures, and the Security of Publick Liberty, 
are, and ſhould be the firſt Objects, a Standing 

B 2 Army 
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Amy ſhould not exceed certain Bounds, As 
to the Gentlemen who compoſe our Army, 
as Individuals I reſpe& them, many of them 1 
both love and honour, but as a Body I dread 
them, and cannot ſee that ſo great a Number 
are neceſſary in this Kingdom, unleſs it be to 
teach us Patience and Reſignation. But let 
us ſuppoſe, for the ſake of Argument, that 
Regular Troops are the fitteſt, the only proper 
Eſtabliſhment for this Country to rely on 
Is this Country able to keep up a ſufficient 
Number for its Defence? Who can ſay what 
this Number ſhould be, as no one knows the 
Number that our Enemies Forces may conſiſt 
of Can more than Twelve Thouſand 
be kept up in Ireland by the Act of Set- 
tlement? Are Twelve Thouſand a ſufficient 


Number? Has not the Crown a Power to draw 


theſe out of the Kingdom whenever a Miniſter 
chuſes to amuſe himſelf on the Continent ? Can 
the Coaſts of Ireland be defended in Germany 
as America was conquered there ? Suppoſe we 
can even aſſemble in Time of Invaſion, an 

Army 
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Army large enough to repel the Force of our 
Enemies, and that the Miniſter in England will 
be complaiſant enough to let us retain this 
Army for our own proper Defence. Will this 
Army when the Danger is over, let themſelves 
be diſbanded? And if they ſhould be fo ſub- 
miſſive as to ſuffer themſelves to be diſbanded, 
what an enormous, burthenſome, Half. Pay Lift 
| ſhall we have entailed upon us? Theſe are 
ſtriking Objections, and in my Opinion cannot 
be anſwered by the moſt zealous Advocates for 
a Standing Army. 


A Militia is the ſafeſt, moſt certain and 
parſimonious Means of Defence, and not re- 
plete with the numberlefs Diſadvantages and 
Dangers attending Mercenaries. At the Con- 
cluſion of a War, at which Time they 
muſt neceſſarily have ſwelled to an unuſual 
Number, they wiſh as ardently to be ſent to 
their ſeveral Places of Abode to be diſhanded, 
as a Standing Army wiſhes the contrary. 


B 3 Poſſeſſing 
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Poſſeſſing a Militia, we ſhall be enabled 
to ſend over a greater Number of our Stand- 
ing Troops to aſſiſt our Mother Country, 
if ſhe ſhould require it 


A Militia injures Manufactures leſs, as they 
return to their Trades before they loſe the 
Knowledge of them. The Army generally 
recruits in Manufacturing Towns, the Militia 
are raiſed in equal Proportions thro' the whole 
Country, The Fate of a Country defended 
by an Army, has been often decided by a 
ſingle Battle: When the People know they 


have no other Reſource, they ſubmit quietly 
and endeavour to make the beſt Terms with 


the Conqueror. But againſt a Militia of Free- 
men and Men of Property, it muſt be fought 
Inch by Inch, if by Chance they are beaten 
they will rally, and Hydra like, become more 
formidable from Defeat. 


Certainly 
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Certainly there is a Poſſibility of their being 
conquered by the Exertions of a powerful 
Army, but a Nation habituated to the Uſe 
of Arms can never be long kept in Subjecti- 
on. 


Theſe are Advantages that niuſt attend the 
Eſtabliſhment of a Militia, and if We had 
the Happineſs to have a good Bill paſſed and 
properly put into Execution, from that Inſtant 
the boaſted Threats of France would become 
a Subject of Contempt and Ridicule. We 
might continue to encourage Commerce, Ma- 
nufactories, and all the Arts of Peace with- 
out being alarmed at every little Diſturbance 
in Europe, or dreading the Loſs of thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings we are in poſſeſſion of, or of becoming 
the Property of ſome mercileſs Invaders, 


Without mentioning any Thing further up- 
on the Utility and Neceſſity of this Bill, 
I ſhall now give a Sketch of a Plan, from 
which, perhaps, ſome Hints may be taken 
by thoſe who ſhall give more Time to 
the Queſtion, and who ſhall have more Abi- 


lity to diſcus it. 


| 
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I would in the firſt Place have the Militia 
of each County to conſiſt of only Two Hun- 
dred Infantry, which will make the whole 
Number amount to fix Thoufand Four Hundred 
Men, | 


U L 8 7 E. R. 1800 
L EINST E R, 2400 
MUNS T E. R. 1200 
CONNAU GH T. 1000 


? 
6400 Men. 
J 


I mention an equal Number to each County, 
altho' ſome have more Inhabitants, others are 
more extenſive, and ſome richer in every reſpect 
than others, becauſe theſe great Differences be- 
tween them would make a Militia Bill very 
difficult to frame and create ſuch infinite Ob- 
jections in the Houſe of Common, that a Bill 
could never get thro' the Houſe. But as the 
Number to each County is fixed ſo low as 

Two 
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Two Hundred, which every County can fur. 
mſh and ſupply with Eaſe, altho* upon Ac- 
count of the different Circumſtances of Coun- 
ties above- mentioned, the Whole will not fall 
equally upon the ſeveral Counties, I am in 
hopes there will be no Objections made ; that 
all will ſubmit chearfully to it and that the 
only Rivalſhip that will appear, will be, who 
ſhall ſhew moſt Zeal and Activity in E 
the Law into Execution. 


This Number to be always embodied in the 
moſt central Town in each Country, to be 
Cloathed, Armed, and Diſciplined as Regular 
Forces; by being in the Center of their Coun- 
ties, the Men will not be very diſtant from 
their reſpective Places of Abode, their Fami- 
lies and Friends. 


A third 
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A third Part of the Whole to be changed 
every Year after the firſt Year, by which Rota- 
tion there will be created in ten Years an Army 
of 25598 Men, except thoſe that Death, or In- 
firmities may deduct. This Number at the End 
of ten Years may afford an Encreaſe of 8000 
Raw Undiſcipined Men, if it ſhould be neceſſary, 
which will make the Militia Army, upon any 
Emergncy conſiſt of 33598, excluſive of the 
Regulars; and if this Rotation is religiouſly 
comply'd with and enforced, in Proceſs of 
Time every fenſible Man in the Country muſt 
be trained to 'Arms. When this happens 
the Force of the Kingdom is only to be 
computed, by the Proteſtants able to bear Arms, 


The 
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The National Force will ſtand thus: 


_ Militia. 6400 
8 | c 12800 
Standing Army. 6400 
Four Regiments of ) 
Heavy Dragoons. | 592 | 
2 1656 
Eight Regiments of | 8 
Light Dragoons, * [ 
Total 14456 


— Gu 


N. B. The Cavalry here are computed at fix 
Troops to a Regiment and 23 Men to each 


Troop. 


I would have all Cavalry reduced to Light 
Dragoons, as Light Troops are particularly 
adapted to the Defence of an Iſland, being 
always ready to march with Diſpatch to any 
particular Part, that ſhall be invaded by an 


Enemy, to quell ſudden Riots and hunt Smug- 
| lers, 
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lers; and as an Enemy cannot readily attack Iſland- 
ers with Cavalry, Light Troops oppoſed to Infan- 
try, will make as great an Impreſſion, as if they 


were heavily armed, and mounted upon draught 


Horſes. But as it may be expected in Time of 
War, that we ſhould contribute our Sacrifice on 
the Continent, I have reduced the Four Regi- 
ments of heavy Horſe to heavy Dragoons for 


that honourable Purpoſe. 


All Men between the Age of Seventeen and 
Fifty, to be obliged to ſerve in the Militia, ex- 
cept thoſe that the Law exempts, whoſe Profeſ- 
ſions, or whoſe religious Principles, or whoſe 
bodily or mental infirmities render them un- 
fit, 


The Private Men, upon the general Array, 
to be choſen by Ballot, and none permitted to 
Ballot but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of a Freehold 
of the clear Yearly Value of Forty Shillings. 


Any 


-v 
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Any Man upon whom the Lot falls to ſerve, 
upon ſwearing himſelf worth Fifty Pounds per 
Ann. in real Eſtate, or One Hundred Pounds 
per Ann. in Freehold Leaſes, or Two Thouſand 
Pounds in Money, over and above all Charges 
and Incumberances, to be entitled to appoint a 
Subſtitute, ſuch as ſhall be approved of. ; 


'The Officers to be alſo choſen by Ballot, and 
to be obliged to ſerve but Three Years, an En- 
ſign to have for Qualification xoo/. per Ann. in 
real Eſtate, or be next Heir to x50). per Ann. or 
have in Poſſeſſion Freehold Leaſes, wherein his 
own Life is, to the Yearly Value of 2000. 


A Lieutenant's Qualification, x50l. per Ann. 
in real Eſtate, or next Heir to 200. per Ann. 
or in Poſſeſſion of Freehold Leaſes, as above, to 
the Value of 300. per Ann. 


A Captain's Qualification 200). per Ann. in 
real Eſtate, or next Heir to 250/. per Ann. or 
in Poſſeſſion, as above, of Leaſes to the Value of 
cool, 


No 
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No Qualification either in Land or Money, 
to be required of Adjutants, Serjeants, or Non- 
commiſſioned Officers. 


Such a Number of Deputy Lieutenants to be 
in each County, not exceedin g One to each Ba- 
* rony, to have for Qualification 5001. per Ann. 
in real Eſtate, or next Heir to 10000]. per Ann. 
and to rank as Lit. Col. as they ſhall be called 
out by the Lord Lieutenants of each County. 


Three Lord Lieutenants to be appointed in 
each County to command the Militia ; to have 
for Qualification 1500/. per Ann, or be next Heir 
to zoool. per Ann. and to rank as Colonels. 


No Majors neceſſary, but in Time of actual 
Service, when ſuch a Number of that Rank 
ſhall be choſen from among the Captains as 
ſhall be thought neceſſary, in which Caſe the 
Lieutenant of the Company to act as Cap- 
tain. 


Each 
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Each Company to conſiſt of 100 Men, to 

. . | n 
have 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 2 Enfigns, 2 
Serjeants, and 2 Corporals, and each County 
1 Adjutant. 


The Militia of the County the moſt Central in 
the Kingdom, to be formed into a Train of Ar- 
tillery to be provided with Field Pieces ſufficient 
for the Militia of the whole Kingdom; this 
Corps to be divided upon actual Service among 
the ſeveral County Regiments, and by being ſta- 
tioned in the Center of the Kingdom, will always 
be ready to march to any particular Part where 
they are required. Artillery makes an Army 
more formidable, and the Men of one County 
diſciplined to this Service, will be an ample 
Proviſion upon the Junction of the whole Mili- 
tia. 


The King to be empowered to raiſe any Sub- 
altern Officer or Captain to any Rank not higher 
than that of Lieutenant-Colonel when ſuch Offi- 
cer has diſtinguiſhed himſelf upon any extraor 
dinary 
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dinary Occaſion, although he . ſhould not have 
the neceſſary Qualifications, J = 
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The Militia of each County, to be muſtered 

twice every Year, at the Time of the Aſſizes, 

by a Muſter-Maſter, who ſhall be under the 


Order of the going Judges; to be reviewed 


once a Year by a General Officer; and every 
third Year, the whole Militia of the Kingdom, 
to be encamped from the xoth of May, to the 
10th. of Auguſt, as nigh the Center of the 
Kingdom as poſſible, to be commanded by the 
Lord Lieutenant. of Ireland, or in his Abſence 
the Lords Juſtices, who ſhall, appoint General 
Officers out of the Colonels attending the En- 
campment, and. give them that Rank, Fro 


Tempore. 


Theſe triennial Encampments will be attend- 
ed with very little Expence after the firſt, and 
will inſtruct the Militia in the active Part of 
Military Service; they will occaſion an Emu- 
lation between County and County, between 
Province and Province, who ſhall make the beſt 
Appearance. 


A con- 
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A conſtant Rotation to be exactly kept up 
to hinder the Militia from falling into the 
Hands of a Party, or a Faction; and Fines 
laid upon Gentlemen and others, who refuſe 
to attend or to accept of the Commiſſions their 
Lots and Qualifications entitle them to. 


Each County to have the Name of the Coun- 
ty on the Buttons of the Soldiers and Officers 
Coats, and a particular Uniform for each Pro- 
vince. 


There ſhould be a Standard for each County 
beſides a National Standard which ſhould be 
given to the County who hath ſhewn it- 
ſelf the beſt diſciplined, and who conducted 
itſelf the beſt during the Encampment, to 
be kept by that County for the ſubſequent 
three Years, 


The County who has been moſt approved 
of by the reviewing Generals, to be ſtationed, 
during the Encampment, on the Right of the 
Provincial Corps that it belongs to, and to 

0 have 


Li. 3 
have other Diſtinctions, if it he thought ne- 
ceſſary. 


All Peace Officers, Clergymen, Phyſicians, 
Gentlemen of the Law who are known to 
Practice, to be excuſed from doing Perſonal 


Duty. 


Papiſts who are eſteemed worth a certain 
Sum, and who don't ſwear ſolemnly the con- 
trary, ſhould be obliged to contribute towards 
defraying the Charge of a Militia, for the Pro- 
tection they receive from it, as it is incon- 
ſiſtent with our Laws that they ſhould ſerve 
Perſonally : Quakers alſo ſhould contribute, 
as their Religion forbids them ſerving in a Mili- 
tary Capacity. "Mm 


All Gentlemen of Eſtates living out of the 
Kingdom, all Abſentee Place-Men, eitker Civil, 
Military, or Eccleſiaſtical, ſhould be taxed for 
the Support of the Militia, in juſt Proportions 
to the Advantage they receive, by having the 
Country they are ſupplied from, defended, and 
according to the Injury they do it, by living 
out of it. 


The 
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The Wives and Families of the Private Men, 
while on Duty, to be taken care of and ſup- 
ported by the Biſhop and beneficed Clergy 
(whoſe Livings exceed 4001. per Ann.) of the 
Dioceſe where the Family reſides; this cannot 
fail of being agreeable to the Clergy, who muſt 
wiſh to have their Wives, Children, Religion, 
and Liberty defended. 


There ſhould not be ſuffered corporal Pu- 
niſhments in the Militia, as Severities are fit 
only for mercenary Troops, and in deſpotic 
Governments, where Men enter into the Service 
to ſeek a Livelihood and Fortune at the Expence 
of their Country. In a Free Country, a Militia 
Law ſhould be founded on Honor and Diſgrace a- 
lone; and if Rewards and Puniſhments derived 
from publick Applauſe, or a publick Cry of 
Shame, are not ſufficient to ſtimulate the Zeal 
and Virtue of our Countrymen, or to reſtrain 
the unworthy from Baſeneſs and Vice, our Si- 
tuation is lamentable. When Severity is once 


uſed, there is no knowing to what Degree it 
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may be neceſſary to carry it, as every particular 
Species of corporal Puniſhment grows familiar 
by the conſtant Practice of it, and Tortures at 


laſt, will be as uſeful, as a Cat of Nine Ti ails 
ys at tuft, 


If it hall be thought proper, let there be 
W Rewards, like ſome of the forei gn 
Orders, ſuch as the Knights of &/, Louis, for 
the Officers, and for the private Men, a diſtin- 
guiſhing Badge, Ribband, or Cockade, will be 
as effectual Incentives to military Performances, 
to a. ſpirited Iriſhman, as a civic or a mural 
Crown, was formerly to the e Trifling 
Rewards like theſe, until the Mifapplication or 
Proſtitution of them render them unacceptible 
to Men of real Worth, are ſufficient Spurs to 
Men actuated by FR and Love of their 
Convtry, | 


| Diippoſe the King would determine never 
to grant Honours of any Sort, nor any Place, 
Penſion, or Employment to any Perſon who 
has not ſerved in the Militia, except where 
Perſons are not qualify'd to ſerve, from Age 
or Profeſſion, 


The 
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The Wives and Daughters of Militia Of- 


ficers to take Rank and Precedence of Eſ- 
quires Wives, whoſe Huſbands have not 
ſerved. 


All Subtaltern Officers to be equal to the 
Degree of Eſquires. — Captains to have Pre- 
cedence of Eſquires; Majors equal to Baro- 
nets; Colonels to be Honourable; and Ge- 
neral Officers to have Rank equal with Pri- 


vy Counſellors, and ſtiled Right Honours: 
able. | 


Any Gentleman refuſing to ſerve in the 
Militia, beſides being fined by Law, to be 
diſabled from ever being Foreman, either of 
Grand or Petty Jury, a Magiſtrate, or of 
enjoying any Employment; not to wear a 
Sword or ride with Piſtols, and his Wife 
and Daughters during his Life to loſe all Rank, 
Precedence, Sc. that they ſhall have by 
Courteſy or otherwiſe - provided he was qua- 
lify'd to ſerve. | 


All 
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All Freeholders who have ſerved in the Mi- 
litia to be intitled to vote firſt at Electi- 
ons, or when they ſhall chuſe to give their 


Vote. 


ä Any Man diſcharged out of the Militia for 
bad Behaviour, to be held in the utmoſt Con- 
tempt, diſabled from being a Jury-man, from 
ever voting at Elections; from taking Leaſes 
of Lives, or for any Term of Years : to 
wear a Badge of Diſgrace; to pay double 
Hearth- money. 
The Execution of the Law to be entirely 
in the Crown, with Reſtrictions never to or- 
der the Militia to march out of their Coun- 
ties except upon actual Invaſion, triennial Re- 
views, from whence they are to return to 
their reſpective Counties without Delay. 


[ have now given my Ideas upon the ge- 
neral Plan of a Militia, the Principles upon 
which ſuch an Eſtabliſhment ſhould be found- 

- Ts ed, 
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ed, and ſome Rules and Regulations that have 
occured to me, as neceſſary towards execut- 
ing the Law. If any one of them ſhall be 
adopted, or if this little Eſſay puts others upon 
conſidering a proper Plan for a Militia; I ſhall 
be amply paid. 


Sic placet ? an melius quis habet ſuadere ? 


I am aware of the many Objections that 
will be made to this or any Plan for a Mi- 
litia, by Men whoſe Views and Intereſts are 
too ſelfiſh to co-operate in getting this moſt 
ſalutary Law paſſed and put into Execu- 
tion. 


It has been inſinuated by ſuch Men that a 
Militia can never be equal to Regulars, that 
Diſcipline cannot be acquired, but by ve- 
ry long Experience; and by ſtrict Military 
Rules. 


That giving our People a Military Caſt, 
may alter their preſent Diſpoſition and In- 
clination 
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clination for Commerce and Manufactures, 
That Popular: Leaders may be encouraged in 
ſome future Time to oppoſe the Laws and Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom; that a General 
Uſe of Arms may increaſe Riots and private 
Quarrels; theſe and many other Objections e- 
qually ſtrong have already been made. 


As to the Impoſſibility of a Militia becom- 
ing equal to Regular Forces, thoſe of Eng- 
land I think are a Proof that it is very poſ- 
ſible, and that it is not neceſſary for a Man 
to paſs away his Youth by drudging on the 
Parade, or loitering whole Years at Country 
Quarters before he can become an Officer; 
the moſt ſhining Actions that are mentioned 
in the Annals of Hiſtory have been done by 
a Militia, The Sw:/s have defended them- 
ſelves and their Liberties for more than two 
Hundred Years, againſt the moſt Powerful 
Armies of the Continent, without Barrier, 
Towns, or a Standing Army, 


As 
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As to the Injury this Scheme may do our 
preſent Inclination for Commerce, I am ſur- 
priſed how any one can make Uſe of ſuch 
an Argument, to prove the bad Conſequences 
this Bill may be attended with; can Trade, 
Manufactures, Commerce, or publick Credit, 
exiſt without Protection? Commerce loves Se- 
curity and ſeeks the happy Climate that pro- 
vides her a Safeguard. The Farmer, the Ar- 
tificer, the Merchant, they will all grow in- 
dolent and lazy to gain when they are not 
certain to hold ; nor will they apply them- 
ſelves with Pleafure to their different Occu- 
pations, if not confident that their Acquiſi- 
ons will deſcend ſafe and ſecure to their Po- 
ſterity. Riches, Wealth, Liberty, every 
Bleſſing that a Nation can poſſeſs, are only 
tranſitory, if not protected by an Army; 
and if that Army 1s a Standing Army, theſe 
Bleſſings can only be ſaid to be held by 
Courteſy. The Deſign of Wealth and Riches 
ſhould be to enable us to preſerve our Inde- 


pendency ; 
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pendency ; if we don't defend ourſelves, 
the richer we grow the more tempting Mor- 
ſel we become, in the Eyes of our Enemies, 
it would be like ornamenting and adorning a 
fine Woman without giving her any Notions of 
Morality or Sentiments of Chaſtity without 
theſe Guards, her Beauty, her Ornaments, 
make her more ſought after, and ſhe falls 


an eaſy Prey to the firſt Invader. 


As to what is thrown out in regard to Po- 
pular Leaders in ſome future Time, I anſwer, 
thoſe Gentlemen who have ſo melancholy a 
Time in View, that if ever the Morals of 
the People become- ſo corrupt, that all Ideas 
of Liberty and Conſtitution ceaſe to operate 
on their Minds, that they are ripe for Re- 
bellion, and will follow and aſſiſt ſome ambi- 
tious Man, to enſlave their Country; I fay, 
if ſuch a melancholy Time ſhould ever come 


we need give ourſelves no Uneaſineſs about 
the 
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the Event, for whenever the Principles and 
Morals of the People become ſo degenerate, 
it is no Matter who tyrannically ſeizes the 
Conſtitution. | 


Riots and private Quarrels are but trifling 
domeſtick Inconveniencies and are not to be 
brought as Arguments againſt a Meaſure upon 
the Succeſs of which I think our very Being 
depends, thoſe leſſer Evils can ina great Meaſure 
be prevented by proper and coercive Laws, by 
an active Police. We muſt not heſitate at Nice- 
ties when our All is at Stake, nor expect that 
whatever Bill 1s framed can at firſt be made a 
perfect one: Any one who looks over the Statute 
Books, will obſerve, that all our good Inſtitu- 
tions have advanced gradually through various 
Amendments to their preſent State. Let us get 
poſſeſſion of a Militia Bill, and by Degrees repair 
and improve it, until we make it quite per- 
fect. 


'The 
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The People of this Kingdom ſeem at preſent 
confident, that a Bill for the Limitation of Parlia- 
ments will be granted them the next. Seſſion, it 
is certainly a moſt neceſſary Bill, and needs no 
Arguments in Support of it as it is not only a 
Caſe of ſuch irrefiſtable Evidence and Demon- 
- ſtration, but alſo of the utmoſt Concern and 
Importance to us all: The Advantages that it 
will bring to us, will be ſecured to us and 
Poſterity by a Militia Bill; and when it ap- 
pears to his Majeſty by the Unanimity and 
Earneſtneſs of the Addreſſes of Parliament, 
that our Complaints are not the artful Clamours 
of a People aiming at Power, but are founded 
upon the real Ills we feel; when it is evident 
that they are the Petitions of his faithful and 
loyal Subjects, the honeſt Efforts of a free Peo- 
ple zealous for the Preſervation of their Lives, 
Liberties, and Properties, it would be Injuſtice 
to his known Sentiments of Equity to ſup- 
poſe that under theſe Circumſtances we ſhould 
not receive from his Hands all the Redreſs that 


Our 
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our Grievances require, I therefore hope that 
the Repreſentatives of this Kingdom at the ap- 
proaching Seſſion will exert themſelves to pro- 
cure theſe two Laws, upon which depend the 
chief Solidity of the Conſtitution, and a Con- 
tinuance of thoſe Bleſſings to our Poſterity 


which we have received from our Ance{- 
tors. 


r 


